JATES FOR THE DIARY

JAonday Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm
"uesday Friendship Group meet @ 10am
Nednesday Golf Group meet @ 6am
Pick-A-Book from 9am
ACA Group meet @ 6pm
"hursday Rev Josie @ Church @ 10am
>aturday Busy Bee from 8am

3USY BEE - this coming Saturday from 8am. Please come along with any
jardening tools you will need to use.

>HRISTMAS FAIR - is on Saturday in two weeks time between 8 — 12
100n. If you can assist, with the set up and take down please speak with
he Reverend Josie. If you're making any food for the Fair, please make
sure you've listed all the ingredients on the package. Thank you to
sveryone who brought in a can or Christmas treat for the raffle prizes
oday. If you could bring another can or treat next week that would be
abulous.

Please pray for: Paul; Isla; Keena; Cheryl; Charlotte;
Gavin; Annette; Claire; Eric; Lynn; Doug; Dave & family;
Karen; lafeta; Margaret; Michelle; Charlie; Vince & Sue;
Margo

This week Johnny is with Wendy Stenton

Happy 5lftﬁd-dy to Kimberley Hill on 29t

Welcome to Worship
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We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to
have you worshipping with us today ...

Our Mission is to
e Know God personally
e Love and respect one another deeply

e Disciple and serve those around us
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Sentence: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as

yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Matthew 22:37-40

Collect of the Day

O God,

whose Son has taught us that love is the
fulfilment of your law: stir up within us the fire
of your Holy Spirit, and pour into our hearts
your greatest gift of love, so that we may love
you with our whole being, and our neighbours
as ourselves; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Today’s readings:
Deut 34:1-12
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
1 Thessalonians 2:1-13
Matthew 22:34-46

Next Week:
Revelation 7:9-17
Psalm 34:1-10, 22

1 John 3:1-3

Matthew 5:1-12




dentecost 22 — Matthew 22:34-46

‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest? You shall love
he Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
nind. This is the greatest and the first commandment. The second is like
t: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. The whole law and the
yrophets depend on these two commandments.”

n this Sunday’s Gospel, as in last Sunday’s, the Jewish leaders seek to
rip Jesus up. The question the lawyer poses was much discussed in
abbinical circles: Which is the greatest commandment? The Pharisees’
ntention in posing the question was to force Jesus into a single rabbinical
school, thereby opening him up to criticism from all other sides. Jesus’
inswer, however, proves his fidelity to both the Jewish tradition and to a
spirituality that transcends the legal interpretations of the commandments:
he “second” commandment is the manifestation of the first. If we love the
.ord God with our whole being, that love will manifest itself in our feeding
f the hungry, our sheltering of the homeless and our liberating the
ppressed.

lesus’ “command” to love our neighbour means seeing one another as we
see ourselves: realising that our hopes and dreams for ourselves and our
amilies are the same dreams others have for themselves and their
amilies.

Every one of us, at one time or other, is an alien, outsider, foreigner and
stranger. The commandment to “love your neighbour as yourself’ is not
confined to our “own” people or to a list of specific situations but should
affect every relationship we have and every decision we make.

As our society becomes more and more diverse, as science continues to
make once unimaginable advances in all forms of technology, the ethical
and moral questions we face become more complicated, difficult and
challenging. The “great commandment” gives us the starting point for
dealing with such issues: to love as God loves us — without limit, without
condition, without counting the cost, completely and selflessly.

In our “e-connected” existence, the words of Jesus in today’s Gospel are
especially challenging: to love with our whole heart and soul and mind
requires us to “unplug” and be present to one another, to engage one
another as our loving God is engaged with us, to seek not just images and
perceptions of compassion but behold compassion and experience love in
one another. © Connections/MediaWorks




