DATES FOR THE DIARY

Monday Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm
Tuesday Friendship Group meet @ 10am
Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 6.15am

Pick a Book

Car rally - next social event on Sunday September 13

Christmas fair November 7 - 10 weeks away.
Time to start thinking of what you can do for this fundraiser. This is our
main fundraising event for the year. You may have things that would be
suitable for a raffle. Potting seedlings — herbs or flowers. For cakes —
mixed fruit, brown sugar, eggs, butter. Items for the craft stall

Please pray for: Paul; Isla; Keena; Cheryl, Charlotte,
Gavin, Marilyn, Annette, Claire, Eric, Lynn, Doug, Dave &
family, Jill, Lily, Lafeta, Valerie, Karen, Margaret,
Michelle, Charlie, Vince and Sue, Margo

Welcome to Worship
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ST JOHN'S
ANGLICAN CHURCH GREENWOOD Soth August 2026

Pentecost 14

Welcome to Reverend Chris Bedding for being with us today

ﬁ = ﬂdppy 51ﬁMdy to Wally Dunne for today;

& Peter Bird eI Eve Black, on 5t
Johnny will be with Valerie Beck,

We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to
have you worshipping with us today ...

Our Mission is to
e Know God personally
e Love and respect one another deeply

e Disciple and serve those around us

Wardens Phil Goulding Phone: 9247 4978
Judith Smith Phone: 9246 3745
Scott Tanoai Phone 0425 320 434

Parish Priest — the Reverend Josie Steytler on leave

Electronic giving: Account Name - Anglican Parish Greenwood
BSB - 706 001 Account Number - 3000 3969
Website: https://greenwood-anglican.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/greenwoodanglican
Email address: greenwoodanglican@gmail.com
Phone Number: 9447 9243

Sentence: If you want to become a disciple of Jesus, deny yourself, take
up your cross and follow him. Matthew 16:24-25

Today’s readings:

Collect of the Day Exodus 3:1-15

O God, Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26
whose Son has shown the way of the cross Romans 12:9-21
to be the way of life: Matthew 16:21-28
transform and renew our minds

that we may not be conformed to this world Next Week:

but may offer ourselves wholly to you as a living Exgggf‘mlijs;m
sacrifice through Jesus Christ our Saviour; Romans 13:1-10
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Matthew 18:10-20

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Pentecost 14 — Matthew 16:21-28

“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his
cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”

Peter’s confession of faith (last Sunday’s Gospel) begins a new phase
of Matthew’s Gospel. As he makes his way to Jerusalem, Jesus’
teachings will now be addressed primarily to his disciples on the events
and work that awaits them in Jerusalem — and beyond.

The hostility between Jesus and the leaders of Judaism is about to
reach the crisis stage. In today’s Gospel, Jesus proclaims

unambiguously that his mission as the Messiah includes suffering and
death. Peter is sharply rebuked by Jesus for his seemingly innocent
remark that Jesus should be spared such a fate, but Jesus sees Peter’'s
refusal to accept such a possibility as a “satanic” attempt to deflect the
Messiah from his mission of redemption. To avoid suffering and
hardship in order to opt for the easy and safe course is purely human
thinking, an obstacle to experiencing the life of the Spirit. Authentic
discipleship involves taking on the cross and “denying oneself’ —
disowning ourselves as the centre of our existence and realizing that
God is the object and purpose of our lives.

Jesus asks his disciples to detach from the ephemeral and shallow in
order to attach to the lasting, fulfilling things of God: compassion,
reconciliation, justice.

The cross that Jesus asks his followers to take up is not a cross that
cedes to crucifixion but a cross that is the means to resurrection. In
embracing Jesus’ spirit of humble servanthood and compassion, we
take up his cross, not out of a sense of self-loathing or pessimism, but
out of a sense of conviction and hope that the demands of the cross will
result in the life and love of the Easter promise.

I's a natural and understandable reaction to avoid whatever is
unpleasant, uncomfortable, stressful, hurtful. In today’s Gospel, Peter
simply wants to protect Jesus from the suffering that awaits — but
Jesus sharply rebukes Peter for trying to diminish or skirt the cross
because it is difficult. To take up one’s cross is not a “battle” of good
over evil but a means for bringing God’s promise of resurrection into
our lives and the loves of those we love.

Christ urges us to “lose” that part of our life that is centred in ephemeral,
perishable things so that we may “gain” lives grounded in the love of
God: to lose our anger, our disappointment, our need for control in order
to find meaning and purpose in doing for others and contributing to the
common good. In “dying” to ourselves we become something greater;
in letting go of the temporary and the fleeting we become richer; in the
suffering we endure we become stronger, in the failures we experience
we become wiser. © Connections/MediaWorks






