
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Monday  Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm 
Tuesday Friendship Group meet @ 10am 
   Special Parish Council meeting at 6.00pm 
Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 6.30am 
   Rainbow Club luncheon 
 
Thankyou to everyone who came to Simons funeral, for providing, serving 
and clearing up afterwards.  It was much appreciated  
 
Car rally  - next social event on Sunday September 13 
 
Christmas fair November 7 - 11 weeks away. 
Time to start thinking of what you can do for this fundraiser.  This our 
biggest event for the year.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wardens Phil Goulding   Phone: 9247 4978 

  Judith Smith    Phone: 9246 3745   

  Scott Tanoai   Phone 0425 320 434 

Parish Priest – the Reverend Josie Steytler  on leave  
 
 

Electronic giving: Account Name - Anglican Parish Greenwood 
BSB - 706 001    Account Number - 3000 3969 

Website: https://greenwood-anglican.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/greenwoodanglican 

Email address: greenwoodanglican@gmail.com 
Phone Number: 9447 9243 

 

Welcome to Worship 
 

Pentecost 13 
 

           23rd August 2026 
 

Welcome to Reverend Chris Bedding for being with us today 

 

We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to 
have you worshipping with us today … 

 
    Our Mission is to 

• Know God personally 

• Love and respect one another deeply 

• Disciple and serve those around us 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
Sentence: Jesus said to them, ‘Who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.’  
                                                                                                             Matthew 16:15-16  
                                                                                                                              
Collect of the Day 
O God, fount of all wisdom, 
in the humble witness of the apostle Peter 
you have shown the foundation of our faith: 
give us the light of your Spirit, 
that, recognising in Jesus of Nazareth 
the Son of the living God, 
we may be living stones 
for the building up of your holy Church; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

Please pray for: Paul; Isla; Keena; Cheryl, Charlotte, 
Gavin, Marilyn, Annette, Claire, Eric, Lynn, Doug, Dave & 
family, Jill, Lily, Lafeta, Valerie, Karen, Margaret, 
Michelle, Charlie, Vince and Sue, Margo 

 

 

 

 
Today’s readings: 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Psalm 124 

Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20 

 
Next Week: 

Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26 

Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 

 

 Happy birthday to anyone celebrating a 

birthday this week  
Johnny will be with  Bobbie Donaldson 
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Pentecost 13 – Matthew 16:13-20 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Who do you say I am?”   
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.  For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.  And so I say to you, 
you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church . . . ” 
 
In Matthew’s Gospel, Peter’s confession of faith is a turning point in the ministry 
of Jesus.  Jesus will now concentrate on preparing his disciples to take on the 
teaching ministry and leadership of the Church he will establish. 
 
The scene of today’s Gospel, Caesarea Philippi, was the site of temples 
dedicated to no less than 14 different pagan gods, ranging from the Syrian god 
Baal to Pan, the Greek god of nature.  In the middle of the city was a great white 
temple built by Herod and dedicated to the “divinity” of Caesar (hence the name 
of the city).  In the midst of this marketplace of gods and temples, Jesus first 
indicates his plans and hopes for his church. 
 
Jesus “sets up” Peter’s declaration of faith by asking his disciples what people 
are saying about him.  Many believed that Jesus is the reincarnation of John the 
Baptizer or the long-awaited return of the prophets Elijah or Jeremiah (Malachi 4: 
5-6), whose return would signal the restoration of Israel.  Simon Peter, however, 
has been given the gift of faith (“flesh and blood has not revealed this to you”) 
and unequivocally states that Jesus is the Messiah. 

Jesus blesses Simon with the new name of “rock” (Kepha in Aramaic, Petros in 
Greek), indicating that his faith will be the foundation for Jesus’ new 
Church.  Peter is entrusted with the keys of the kingdom of heaven (an image 
drawn from Isaiah 22: 15-25, today's first reading) and the mission to bring sins 
to consciousness and to proclaim to sinners the love and forgiveness of God. 
 
The question Jesus poses to Peter and his disciples is asked of us every minute 
of every day.  Every decision we make is ultimately a response to the question, 
Who do you say I am?  Our love for family and friends, our dedication to the cause 
of justice, our commitment to the highest moral and ethical standards, our taking 
the first step toward reconciliation and forgiveness, our simplest acts of kindness 
and charity declare most accurately and effectively our belief in the Gospel Jesus 
as the Messiah and Redeemer. 
 
Peter is the first of the disciples to grasp the divinity of Christ.  On the faith of 
Peter “the rock” Christ establishes his Church.  Peter becomes, then, the first 
stone in the foundation of the Church.  We who are baptized into the faith handed 
down to us by Peter and the apostles become stones of Christ’s new church; the 
faith we live and the hope we cherish in the empty tomb of Easter are the 
foundation of the Church of the Risen One. 
 
The “keys of the kingdom of heaven” are entrusted by Christ not just to the 
institutional Church but to each one of us.  Christ has given every one of us a 
“key” to the kingdom: the means to “unlock” the presence of God in our world by 
our own efforts, however small and hidden, to realize God’s love in our midst.  Our 
“keys” may be patience and understanding, a talent or skill we possess that we 
can use to unlock a door or open a pathway enabling us and those we love and 
care about realize the kingdom of heaven here and now. 
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