DATES FOR THE DIARY Welcome to Worship

Tuesday Friendship Group meet @ 10am
Wednesday  Golf Group meet @ 7am S Pent ‘6
Pick-A-Book from 9am = e entecos
Thursday Revd Josie @ church @ 10am Tl e —
) _ ST JOHN'S th
QUIZ NIGHT - Friday 24th July at 7pm. Please start getting your table of 5" July 2026
8 people together so we can make it a really fun night. Entry cost is $10
per person. Also, could you please start bringing in items for the prize
hampers — wine, gourmet food, pamper stuff. We've started selling raffle
tickets for the two Coles Vouchers - $100 & $50, 1 ticket for $5, 3 tickets We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to
for $10; find Bobbie or the Reverend Josie to purchase them. have you worshipping with us today ...
BISHOP HANS CHRISTIANSEN will be visiting our parish at both services
on Sunday 19" July. It is going to be a very special day with Jack and Mitchell Our Mission is to
celebrating First Communion at the 7.30am service. And eight people being
baptised, confirmed, reaffirming, or received into the Anglican Church at the e Know God personally
9am service. Please come along to support our members and meet Bishop
Hans. Plus, there will be a delicious morning tea afterwards. e Love and respect one another deeply
Please pray for: Paul; Keena; Cheryl; Isla; Charlotte; AN e Disciple and serve those around us
Gavin; Marilyn; Annette; Claire; Eric; Lynn; Doug; Lafeta; R
Lily; Carl; Valerie; Karen; Margaret; Dave & family 3;1 >
This week Johnny is with Elisabeth & Malcolm Stokes

. Sentence: ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
}[dppy 6lﬁMdy to Helen (B[ac&for toc[ay; burdens, and | will give you rest,” says the Lord. ‘Take my yoke upon you,
Xavier Byrne on 6'%; Gayle Wilkinson on 11 and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in heart. o 112829
Wardens -  Phil Goulding Phone: 9247 4978 Collect of the Day , _
““““““““““““ Judith Smith " Phone: 92463745 |  Almighty God, Ceneuis 543435,
----------------------------------------- e T your Son Jesus Christ has taught us Gezgsfé 55336738’
........................ Scott Tanoai Phone: 0425320434 that what we do for the least of his brothers Psalm 45:10-17
_Parish Priest — the Reverend Josie Steytler _Phone: 0421115438 and sisters we do also for him: Romans 7:14-25
Work Days — Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Sunday give us the will to serve others Matthew 11:15-30
Electronic giving: Account Name - Anglican Parish Greenwood as he was the servant of all, _
BSB - 706 001 Account Number - 3000 3969 who gave up his life and died for us; o e 3
Website: https://greenwoodanglican.com yet lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, Psalm 119:105-112
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/greenwoodanglican one God, now and for ever. Amen. Romans 8:1-11
Email address: greenwoodanglican@gmail.com Matthew 13:1-23

Phone Number: 9447 9243




Pentecost 6 — Matthew 11:25-30
“Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened, and | will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am meek and humble of heart...”

Rarely outside of John’s Gospel is Jesus’ intimacy with the Father so clearly
portrayed as in today’s Gospel from Matthew. Jesus offers a hymn of praise to
his Father, the holy Creator of all who deeply loves his creation as a father loves
his children. The great love of God for all of humanity is revealed in the love of
his Son, the Messiah.

Religion as a “yoke” was exactly how Jesus' Jewish listeners saw the Law. They
saw their faith as a burden, a submission to a set of endless rules and regulations
dictating every dimension of their lives. But Jesus describes his “yoke” as
“‘easy.” The Greek word used here that we translate as “easy” more accurately
means “fitting well.” In Palestine, ox yokes were custom-made of wood, cut and
measured to fit a particular animal. Jesus is proposing here a radical change in
attitude regarding faith: Our relationship with God is not based on how

meticulously we keep a certain set of rules and regulations (a direct challenge to
the long-held view of the scribes and Pharisees) but in the depth of our love of
God, reflected in our love of others. Our relationship with God is not based on
subjugation and weariness but on hope and joy.

There is also an important political dimension to these verses. Matthew’s Gospel
was written a short time after the destruction of Jerusalem in the year 70 A.D. by
the soldier-emperor Vespasian. For both the Jewish and the new Christian
communities, it was a time of painful introspection: Would Israel’s hope for the
political restoration of the Jewish state ever be realised? While orthodox Jews
maintained unwavering fidelity to their people, language and sense of
nationalism, the Christian “cult” saw their ultimate destiny not in the political
restoration of Israel but in the coming of the reign of God — a reign that embraces
not just Jews but all men and women, even Israel's most despised enemies.
Jewish suspicion of the Christian community was growing as the new group
became more and more disaffected by the Jewish political agenda. Jesus’ words
on gentleness and humility set off sparks between loyal Jews and Christians who
were abandoning the cause.

When Christ calls his disciples to embrace the simple faith of “little ones,” he is
not saying that our approach to faith should be “dumbed down” to the level of
children. Christ is calling us, instead, to embrace a faith that is centred in the
“simple” but profound love, compassion and hope of God: love that is not
compromised by self-interest and rationalisation; compassion that is not
measured but offered totally and unreservedly, completely and without limit or
condition; hope that is centred in gratitude for the many ways God’s presence is
revealed in our midst. It is an approach to faith that is not compromised by “adult”
complexities and complications but embraced with “child-like” directness and
optimism.

To love one another as God has loved us, to serve one another as Christ the
Saviour serves God’s people, is a “yoke” that is “easy” (“fitting well”) in calling us
to love as we are, using whatever gifts God has given us to give voice to our faith;
a yoke that is “light” in its sense of joy and the fulfillment and meaning it gives our
lives.

Today’s Gospel calls us to embrace Jesus’ spirit of humility: recognising that
before God we are all debtors, we have done nothing to deserve the life we have
been given, we are owed nothing from God or life. Humility is to realise how
blessed we have been by God through no merit of our own, and to respond to
such goodness with a constant sense of gratefulness, realising that every breath
we take is a gift from a Creator whose love knows neither limit nor
condition. © Connections/MediaWorks



