Dates for the Diary

Monday Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm
Tuesday Friendship Group meet @ 10am
Wednesday Golf group @ 6am
Rainbow Lunch Club @ 11.30am
ACA Group meet @ 6pm
Thursday Lenten Study @ 10am

Rev Josie @ church till 12 noon

BUSY BEE - thank you so much to everyone who came and helped out
yesterday. Everywhere looks amazing you did an absolutely wonderful job,
it is very much appreciated by all of us who don’t have green thumbs.

LENTEN REFLECTION TIME - how or what are you doing to carve out
some time to slow down and notice what really matters as you deepen and
reflect on your relationship with God during this Lenten Season. These six
weeks are a blessing that has been given to us in the Church year, let us
use them wisely.

THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER is a global ecumenical movement led by
Christian women that is celebrated annually in over 170 countries. This
year we are hosting the event as we pray for Nigeria at 10am on Friday 6"
March. The theme is ‘I will give you rest: Come’. All are welcome to attend.
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We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to
have you worshipping with us today ...

Our Mission is to

Know God personally

Love and respect one another deeply

Disciple and serve those around us
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Sentence: We do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God. Matthew 4:4

Collect of the Day

Almighty God,

whose Son fasted forty days in the wilderness,
and was tempted as we are, yet did not sin:
give us grace to direct our lives in obedience to
your will, that, as you know our weakness,

Today’s readings:
Gen 2:15-17, 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-21
Matthew 4:1-11

Next Week:
SO we may know your power to save; Gen 12:1-4a
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, Psalm 121
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, | Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
one God, now and for ever. Amen. John 3:1-17




Lent 1
Jesus was led by the Spirit in the desert to be tempted by the deuvil.

In Matthew’s account of Jesus’ 40-day desert experience, Jesus is
confronted with several choices. All of the tempter’s offers would have
Jesus sin against the great commandment of Deuteronomy: “You shall

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your strength.” (Deuteronomy 6: 5). The tempter offers comfort, wealth
and power, but Jesus chooses, instead, the course of humble and
prayerful servanthood that the Father has chosen for him. All of Jesus’
responses to the devil's challenges are found in Deuteronomy (8: 3, 6: 16,
6: 13).

The Spirit who called Jesus to the wilderness calls us, as well, to a forty-
day “desert experience,” a time to peacefully and quietly renew and re-
create our relationship with God, that God might become the centre of our
lives in every season.

This First Sunday of Lent confronts us with choices: personal profit,
comfort and glory or the life of God. The season of Lent calls us to embrace
God’s Spirit of truth that we may make the choices demanded by our
complicated and complex world with courage, insight and faith.

Lent is the season for meaningful fasting: fasting not just for the sake “of
giving something up” but fasting from whatever derails or hampers our
relationship with God and alienates us from others, fasting from everyday
distractions in order to put our time and energy into the things of God.
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God, show us how to plant the seeds that one day will grow.

To water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.
To lay foundations that will need further development.

To provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities.

We cannot do everything, and our work may be incomplete,

but it is a beginning, a step along the way,

An opportunity for Your grace to enter and do the rest.

Remind us that we are workers, not master builders; ministers, not
messiahs.

We are prophets of a future not our own.

Adapted, originally shared by Archbishop Romero of El Salvador

Please pray for: Paul; Keena; Cheryl; Isla; Charlotte; N
Gavin; Marilyn; Annette; Claire; Eric; Lynn; Joyce; Gazza; e;q““"\'\
Margaret; Graham & Deidre; Guy; Jeff; David & family; l}&%g%
Bruno; Libby R
This week Johnny is with Linda, Scott, Elli, Ethan







