Dates for the Diary Welcome to Worship

Monday Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30am

Tuesday Friendship Group meet @ 10am }>\( Pentecost 23
COGs Group meet @ 1pm | — /.\
Parish Council meet @ 7pm S/T—ID’I—II\I\’S th

Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 6am 16™ November 2025

Rainbow Lunch Club meet @ 11.30am
ACA Group meet @ 6pm

Thursday Advent Study Group meet @ 9.30am
Woodlake Service @ 11am We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to
CHRISTMAS SERVICES have you worshipping with us today ...
Nine Lessons & Carols on Sunday 7" December @ 7pm
Blue Christmas on Sunday 14" December @ 5.30pm Our Mission is to
Nativity Play on Wednesday 24" December @ 5pm
Midnight Mass on Wednesday 24" December @ 11pm e Know God personally

Christmas Day on Thursday 25" December @ 9am
e Love and respect one another deeply

Please pray for: Paul; Keena; Cheryl; Isla; Charlotte; ;‘\\ o
Marilyn; Gavin; Annette; Eric; Lynn; Joyce; Gazza; Mel & W e Disciple and serve those around us
family; Graham & Deidre; Jeff, Stan & Dorethea; Jon; 3% P

Margaret; Guy

This week Johnny is with Fran Johnson

Sentence: May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in

g all ways. 2 Thessalonians 3:16
Happy birthday to Peg F on the 19%; Lesley Y
Hill 2214 Collect of the Day
Lord God of all the ages, Today’s readings:
the One who is, who was, and who is to come: Isaiah 65:17-25
Wardens - Phil Goulding Phone: 9247 4978 stir up within us a longing for your kingdom, Song of Isaiah
________________________ JudithSmith ~~ Phone: 9246 3745 keep our hearts steady in times of trial, 2&*,12323'132%3
Parish Priest — the Reverend Josie Steytler _Phone: 0421115438 and grant us patient endurance until the Sun
Days Work - Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Sunday of justice dawns. Next Week:
We make our prayer through your Son, our Jeremiah 23:1-6
Electronic giving: Account Name - Anglican Parish Greenwood Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with Song of Zechariah
BSB - 706 001 = Account Number - 3000 3969 you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, COI'_O‘T'(S'aznef 1:1:'20
Website: https://greenwoodanglican.com for ever and ever. Amen. uke 23:33-43
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/greenwoodanglican

Email address: greenwoodanglican@gmail.com
Phone Number: 9447 9243




Pentecost 23 — Luke 21:5-19

“The days will come when there will not be left a stone upon another
stone that will not be thrown down . . .

“I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries
will be powerless to resist or refute.”

Many Jews believed that the end of the world would be signalled by the
destruction of the great temple at Jerusalem. That is exactly what
happened in the year 70 A.D., when more than a million Jews were
killed in a desperate siege of Jerusalem by the Romans. It is against
this background of this event that Luke writes his life of Jesus.

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple
and a chronicle of catastrophes. But Jesus does not teach dread here
but hope. Trying to calculate the end of time is a waste of time; the
signs of the apocalypse — war, plague, earthquakes — will appear in
every age and there always will be self-proclaimed “messiahs” who will
manipulate such events for their own power. Jesus assures his
followers that those who remain faithful to the vocation of discipleship
will have nothing to fear when the end comes.

Jesus calls us not to be obsessed with the “stones” that will one day
collapse and become dust but to seek instead the lasting things of the
soul, the things of God. Compassion and mercy, justice and
forgiveness are the lasting treasures of the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom
that is created in our own homes and classrooms and churches.

In the most difficult and paralysing moments we face, Jesus promises
us that when we act out of selfless love to seek first the good of another,
we will find the words and actions that heal and lift up. God remains
present to us in the goodness within ourselves and in the caring
compassion offered by others.

Despite the wars we fight, the earthquakes that shake our sureties, the
disasters that topple our secure, self-centred worlds, we can always
rebuild our lives on the stronger and timeless things of God:
compassion, reconciliation, friendship, generosity.
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