DATES FOR THE DIARY
Wednesday Golf Group meet @ 6am
Thursday Woodlake Retirement Service @ 11am

THANK YOU - to everyone who was involved with helping to make our
Christmas services so special, both behind the scenes and up front. There
are too many to name individually, but please know | am very grateful for
your wonderful support. Rev Josie

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 2025 - Parish Council will be meeting shortly to
organise the social activities we’ll be holding throughout the year. If you
have a particular favourite from previous years or would like us to consider
adding a new event, please speak with one of the Parish Council members
so we’re aware of what you'd like included when we sit down to plan.

THANK YOU - to Phil for filling in the potholes in the car park with tar. It
took a lot of pounding to get the job done.

Please pray for: Paul; Keena; Cheryl; Elsie; Isla; Charlotte \\\
Marilyn; Cameron; Kieth; Bhav; Joyce; Gazza; Derek; mi T
Kate; Heather & Colin; Eve c

This week Johnny is with Valerie Beck

Welcome to Worship

Baptism of the Lord

ST JOHNS 12" January 2025

ANGLICAN CHURCH GREENWOOD

We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to

have you worshipping with us today ...

Our Mission is to

e Know God personally

e Love and respect one another deeply

e Disciple and serve those around us

|

Happy b‘lﬂﬁd‘dy to anyone who may be

celebrating this week,
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Sentence: The Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in bodily form like a dove,
and a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you

| am well pleased.”

Collect of the Day

Eternal God,

at the baptism of Jesus in the river Jordan

you proclaimed him your beloved Son,

and anointed him with the Holy Spirit:

grant that all who are baptised into his name
may keep the covenant they have made,

and boldly confess him as Lord and Saviour;
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Luke 3:22

Today:
Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-22

Next week:
Isaiah 62:1-5
Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11




Baptism of the Lord — Luke 3:15-22

After Jesus was baptised, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit descended
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You
are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.”

Today’s Gospel is the final event of the Epiphany: Jesus’ baptism at the
Jordan River by John. The Christmas season “officially” (liturgically)
comes to an end today at the banks of the Jordan. Jesus is no longer the
child in a Bethlehem manger but the adult Redeemer making his way to

Jerusalem. The good news spoken by the angels continues to unfold; the
most wondrous part of the Christ story is yet to be revealed. Today, the
same Spirit that “anoints” the Messiah for his mission is to be about the
work of Christmas in this new year: to seek out and find the lost, to heal
the hurting, to feed the hungry, to free the imprisoned, to rebuild nations,
to bring peace to all peoples everywhere.

Luke presents Jesus as the last person to be baptised by John, bringing
John’s ministry to completion. Luke describes the scene with many
images from the First Testament:

o the sky opens (“Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come
down” — Isaiah 63: 19)

o the Spirit “descended upon him like a dove” (many rabbis likened
the wind above the waters at the dawn of Genesis to a dove
hovering above its newborn; in employing this image, Luke
suggests that, in this Jesus, a new Genesis is about to take place)

« the “voice from heaven” identifies and confirms Jesus as God’s
“beloved son”.

Jesus’ baptism at the Jordan becomes the moment of God's “anointing”
of his Messiah (the word Messiah means “anointed”) for the work he is
about to do.

Baptism is more than just a “naming” ceremony but an ongoing process
of becoming the people of faith that God calls us to be.

In baptism, we claim the name of “Christian” and embrace all that that
holy name means: to live for others rather than for ourselves, in imitation
of Christ.

Our baptisms made each one of us the “servant” of today's readings: to
bring forth in our world the justice, reconciliation, and enlightenment of
Christ, the “beloved Son” and “favour” of God.

In baptism, the same Spirit of compassion, justice and peace that
“descends” upon Jesus at his baptism by John descends and rests upon
us, compelling us to take on the work of the Gospel.
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