DATES FOR THE DIARY

Monday Patchwork Group meet @ 12.30pm
Tuesday Friendship Group meet @ 10am
Wednesday  Golf Group meet @ 6am

Thursday Reverend Josie at church @ 10am
Sunday 29/10 Bring Shoe Boxes in to be blessed

CHILDREN'S NATIVITY PLAY CHRISTMAS EVE 5 - 5.30PM - We’re inviting
children of all ages who would be interested in participating in this year's Nativity
Play. It's a good time to dress up, have fun and connect with the real reason for
Christmas. All are welcome - pre schoolers, school children, grandchildren and
friends. We're getting in early as we’d like to have a couple of rehearsals. If you
know someone who might be interested in being part of the Nativity, or if you
would be interested in helping with the rehearsals, please speak with Rev Josie
ph 0421 115 438. All costumes are provided. Thank you.

OUR THANK YOU SUNDOWNER - will be on Saturday 21° October between
4.30 — 6pm in the Parish Hall. All are welcome to come along and enjoy some
nibbles, soft drink, wine, beer, coffee or tea. Please put your name on the notice
in the hall so we know how many we’re catering for.

Please pray for: Paul; Monica; Isla; Keena; Charlotte; A
Cameron; Deidre; Andrew; Dave; Janet; Don & Gazza; W
Dorothea : 3% %

Welcome to Worship

Pentecost 19
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ANGLICAN CHURCH GREENWOOD

We are a warm-hearted community who are delighted to
have you worshipping with us today ...

Our Mission is to
e Know God personally
e Love and respect one another deeply

e Disciple and serve those around us
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Sentence: The stone which the builders rejected has become the

cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.
Matthew 21:42

Collect of the Day

Almighty God,

your Son Jesus was the stone rejected by the
builders, and, by your doing, he has been made
the chief cornerstone: grant that, by the power of
his Spirit working in us, we may become living
stones built up into your dwelling place,

a temple holy and acceptable to you;

through Jesus Christ, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Today’s readings:
Ex 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Psalm 19
Philippians 3
Matthew 21:33-46

Next Week:
Exodus 32:1-14
Psalm 106:1-6, 20-24
Philippians 4
Matthew 22:1-14




Pentecost 19 — Matthew 21:33-46

The parable of the vineyard owner and his murderous tenants: “The
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
will produce its fruits.”

Today’s Gospel parable “updates” Isaiah’s allegory of the friend’s vineyard
(Reading 1). God is the owner of the vineyard who has “leased” the
property to the religious and political leaders of Israel. Many servants
(prophets) were sent to the tenants, but all met the same fate. The owner
finally sends his own son, who is brutally murdered “outside” the vineyard
(a prediction of his crucifixion outside the city of Jerusalem?). With this
parable, Jesus places himself in the line of the rejected prophets. The
owner finally comes himself and destroys the tenants and leaves the
vineyard to others (the Church) who yield an abundant harvest. This
parable is intended to give hope and encouragement to Matthew's
Christian community, which is scorned and persecuted by its staunchly
Jewish neighbours.

Fear, selfishness and bigotry can kill whatever chances we have of turning
our part of God’s vineyard into something productive; but, through justice,
generosity and compassion, we can reap a rich and fulfilling harvest,

regardless of how small or poor or insignificant our piece of the vineyard
is.

Too often we see this “vineyard” God has given us as ours alone, and we
will manipulate it, abuse it, and exhaust it to satisfy our own needs and
pleasure — like the tenants in the today’s parable, we will find some way
to cut down whoever challenges us or calls us accountable.

Like the tenants in today’s parable, we are too quick to reject whatever
scares us or threatens us, whatever we don’t understand, whatever
challenges us and the safe little worlds we have created for ourselves. In
Christ, God calls us to look beyond the “stones” of our fears and welcome
Christ (in whatever guise he may appear) into this vineyard of ours, aware
that he calls us to the demanding conversion of the Gospel but determined
to sow and reap the blessings of God’s reign.

Christ the Messiah comes with a new, transforming vision for our
“vineyard”: a vision of love rather than greed, of peace rather than hostility,
of forgiveness rather than vengeance, a vision that enables us to reconcile

even the ugliest and smelliest dragon among us.
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